
 

English at 

Wilsthorpe 

 

  



Meet your English teachers and find out why we love English. 
 

Hello and Welcome to English at Wilsthorpe School. We are looking forward to 

meeting you and teaching you English. The activities in this booklet are ways to keep 

your English (Literacy) skills up and to also show you why we love English at 

Wilsthorpe.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

My favourite thing about 

teaching English at 

Wilsthorpe is working with all 

our fantastic students and 

English teachers. I feel proud 

to be Head of English at 

Wilsthorpe.  

Mrs James 

My favourite thing about 

teaching English at 

Wilsthorpe is seeing 

everyone achieving their 

dreams and ambitions. 

Miss Meller 

My favourite thing about 

teaching English at Wilsthorpe 

is having deep discussions with 

students about Literature and 

considering all the different 

meanings and ideas. I also 

love having a laugh with 

Wilsthorpe students! 🙂  

Mrs Barnes 

My favourite thing about 

teaching English at 

Wilsthorpe is the ‘can-do’ 

attitude of everyone at the 

school – both staff and 

students. 
Mr Parker 

My favourite thing about teaching 

English at Wilsthorpe is watching 

young people realise their full 

potential, go beyond what they 

thought was possible and making 

their dreams a reality.  
Mr Hawkins 

My favourite thing about 

teaching English at Wilsthorpe is 

the amazing opportunities we 

offer to our students – from 

Journalism Club to Literacy 

Leaders, school shows and 

cinema trips, there’s something 

everyone can get involved in! 
Mrs Dewhurst 

My favourite thing about 

teaching English at 

Wilsthorpe is bringing poems 

and stories to life within the 

classroom and using our 

imagination to shape our 

ideas. 
Miss Jarman 

My favourite thing about 

teaching English at 

Wilsthorpe is the open 

element of the subject – 

there is no wrong answer – 

it is all down to your 

opinion and how you read 

the text!  
Miss Leonard 

My favourite thing about 

teaching English at Wilsthorpe is 

seeing pupils enjoy a story or a 

poem as much as I do, which 

often leads to thoughtful 

interpretations from pupils which 

I hadn’t thought of before. 
Miss Sowden 

My favourite thing about 

teaching English at 

Wilsthorpe is watching 

your imaginations come 

to life - there’s nothing 

better than reading work 

that was created by you! 
Miss Rice 



English: we love creative writing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Ingredients to include:  

A one-word sentence 

Personification 

One sentence paragraph 

Sensory detail: touch 

Metaphor 

A complex sentence 

You are going to enter a creative writing competition.  

Your entry will be judged by a panel of people your own age.  

Either: 

Write a description suggested by this picture: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Or: 

Write the opening part of a story about a journey. 

 

(24 marks for content and organisation 

16 marks for technical accuracy) 

[40 marks] 



 

English: we love poetry 

 

Object Poetry 

 

This task involves writing from the perspective of  

an object. Basically, pretending you are an  

object that can think, speak and write! Read  

this example written by a student. Can you  

guess the object that has ‘written’ the poem  

on the right? The answer is at the bottom of the  

page. 

 

Your Turn! 

 

Pick an object and write a poem from its 

imagined perspective.  

 

Some ideas to include: 

Describe yourself 

What do you look like? 

Do you make a sound? 

Do you smell or taste of anything? 

What do you feel like to touch? 

 

How do you feel about your life and situation? 

Are you happy? 

Do you feel like you have a purpose? 

Where have you come from? 

What is your future going to be like? 

 

You can structure your poem  

however you like. Poems do not  

have to rhyme. 

  

Try not to give away what your  

object is. Proofread your poem  

and read it out to your family  

and friends. Can they guess what  

the object is? 

 

 

Answer: a bath towel. 

 

  



English: we love analysing texts 

 

Read this extract from Roald Dahl’s autobiography ‘Boy’. In this extract, the writer 

Roald Dahl describes a funny childhood incident, entitled ‘The Great Mouse Plot’. 

The sweet-shop in Llandaff in the year 1923 was the very centre of our lives. To us, it 

was what a bar is to a drunk, or a church is to a Bishop. Without it, there would have 

been little to live for. But it had one terrible drawback, this sweet-shop. The woman 

who owned it was a horror. We hated her and we had good reason for doing so. 

Her name was Mrs. Pratchett. She was a small skinny old hag with a moustache on 

her upper lip and a mouth as sour as a green gooseberry. She never smiled. She 

never welcomed us when we went in, and the only times she spoke were when she 

said things like, ‘I’m watchin’ you so keep yer thievin’ fingers off them chocolates!’ 

Or ‘I don’t want you in ‘ere just to look around! Either you forks out or you gets out’.1 

But by far the most loathsome thing about Mrs. Pratchett was the filth that clung 

around her. Her apron was grey and greasy. Her blouse had bits of breakfast all over 

it, toast-crumbs and tea stains and splotches of dried egg-yolk. It was her hands, 

however, that disturbed us most. They were disgusting. They were black with dirt and 

grime. They looked as though they had been putting lumps of coal on the fire all 

day long. And do not forget please that it was these very hands and fingers that she 

plunged into the sweet-jars when we asked for a pennyworth2 of Treacle Toffee or 

Wine Gums or Nut Clusters or whatever. The mere sight of her grimy right hand with 

its black fingernails digging an ounce of Chocolate Fudge out of a jar would have 

caused a starving tramp to go running from the shop. But not us. Sweets were our 

life-blood. We would have put up with far worse than that to get them. So we simply 

stood and watched in sullen silence while this disgusting old woman stirred around 

inside the jars with her foul fingers. 

You can understand why we had it in for Mrs. Pratchett in a big way, but we didn’t 

quite know what to do about it. Many schemes were put forward but none of them 

was any good. None of them, that is, until suddenly, one memorable afternoon, we 

found the dead mouse. 

My four friends and I had come across a loose floor-board at the back of the 

classroom, and when we prised it up with the blade of a pocket-knife, we 

discovered a big hollow space underneath. This, we decided, would be our secret 

hiding-place for sweets and other small treasures such as conkers3 and monkey-

nuts4 and birds’ eggs. 

One day, when we lifted it up, we found a dead mouse. It was an exciting 

discovery. Thwaites took it out by its tail and waved it in front of our faces. ‘What 

shall we do with it?’ he cried. 

‘It stinks!’ someone shouted. ‘Throw it out of the window quick!’ 

‘Hold on a tick,’ I said. ‘Don’t throw it away.’ 

Thwaites hesitated. They all looked at me. 



When writing about oneself, one must strive to be truthful. Truth is more important 

than modesty. I must tell you, therefore, that it was I and I alone who had the idea 

for the great and daring Mouse Plot. We all have our moments of brilliance and 

glory, and this was mine. 

‘Why don’t we,’ I said, ‘slip it into one of Mrs. Pratchett’s jars of sweets? Then when 

she puts her dirty hands in to grab a handful, she’ll grab a stinky dead mouse 

instead.’ 

The other four stared at me in wonder. Then, as the sheer genius of the plot began to 

sink in, they all started grinning. They slapped me on the back. They cheered me 

and danced around the classroom. ‘We’ll do it today!’ they cried. ‘We’ll do it on the 

way home! You had the idea,’ they said to me, ‘so you can be the one to put the 

mouse in the jar.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Analysis Questions 

 

1. Read the first four lines again. Write down 4 things you learn about the sweet shop.  

2. Read the second and third paragraph again. Underline all the words the author 

uses to describe Mrs Pratchett.  

3. Choose 3 key words (quotations) which describe Mrs Pratchett and explain the 

effect.  

4. In your own words explain the boys’ plan to get Mrs Pratchett back.  

 

Bonus task: what do you think could happen next?  

Write the next bit of the story – will the Great Mouse Plot  

go to plan? 

 

Proofread: always check your writing so ensure your  

literacy is correct as possible.  

 

Want to know what actually happens? 

Read Chapter 4 of ‘Boy’ by Roald Dahl.   

Glossary: 

1 ‘Either you forks out…’ – She is saying that she wants them in the shop only if they 

are buying sweets. 

2 Pennyworth – most sweets used to be weighed out from glass jars and a 

pennyworth was the amount of sweets that could be bought for one penny. 

3 Conkers – the nut of the Horse Chestnut tree. A large reddish-brown round nut that 

children used to play games with. 

4 Monkey-nuts – an old name for peanuts, in their shells 

 



English: we love reading 

 

We work hard to reward our students’ reading, as reading has so many benefits. 

Did you know? 

- Reading improves your writing and speaking skills. 

- It develops your imagination. 

- It improves your intelligence and thinking ability. 

- It helps you to be a kinder person. 

- It improves your mental health. 

- It increases your confidence. 

- Reading is fun and enjoyable! 

 

 

Summer Reading Challenge 

 

Read a book of your choice and write a review on it. Hand your review in to 

Wilsthorpe’s Library and swap for a prize! 

 

Things you could include in your review: 

- A summary of the plot (story) 

- Your opinion. Did you enjoy the book? What particular parts made in enjoyable or 

not? 

- Who was your favourite character and why? 

- Were there any surprises or twists in the story? 

- Would you recommend this book to other people? 

 

 

Extra Tasks 

 

- Design a new front cover for your book – think about how you could make it stand 

out to potential readers. 

- Write a blurb for your book – consider how you are going to ‘sell’ the book through 

your writing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



English: what will it be like? 

 

In Year 7 you will have:  

• 5 English lessons: be inspired by a range of different and interesting texts from 

novels, poems and non-fiction. Discuss and share your ideas. Develop your 

skills in reading, writing, speaking and listening. 

• 1 Grammar and Vocabulary lesson: learn about the rules of English and apply 

them to help you to become a better reader and writer. 

• 1 Library lesson: get a chance to change your library book, read and learn 

about new and exciting books. 

You will cover three themes:  

• Money Matters 

• Myths and Legends 

• Around the World 

 

English: why our Year 7 students love English at Wilsthorpe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We look forward to meeting you! 

From the English Team ☺ 


