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Q – What does Ofsted say about the school? 

A – Our Ofsted reports from 2016 and 2020 are available on the website.  The school is currently judged 

Good with Outstanding Leadership.  We believe we are stronger than we have ever been. 

 

Q – What is behaviour like at Wilsthorpe? 

A – We believe behaviour is exceptional and a real strength of the school.  Ofsted agrees. ‘Pupils behave in 

an exemplary fashion. They are civil and respectful to each other and to staff. Staff ensure that they reward 

good behaviour. The rate of fixed-term exclusions is low and declining. Pupils see the value in behaving 

well. Consequently, this is a highly motivated, positive and caring school community’. (Ofsted 2020) 

 

Q – Will my child be safe in school?  Are students taught about risks? 

A -  Absolutely!  ‘Leaders have created a strong culture of safeguarding. An ethos of vigilance, care and 

support is evident throughout the school. Pupils praise the guidance and nurturing that they receive. They 

said that this helps them to feel safe. Pupils said that the school is like an ‘extended family’ (Ofsted 2020) 

‘Pupils are articulate and well informed about how they can protect themselves from potential risks. 

Personal, social, health and economic education is delivered to all pupils, including students in the sixth 

form. This helps pupils to know how to keep themselves safe.’ (Ofsted 2020) 

 

Q – Does the school teach the same subjects as other schools? 

A – In harmony with other schools in The Two Counties Trust, Wilsthorpe offers the full curriculum 

entitlement for all students.  We operate a three year Key Stage 3 (Y7-9) which provides a wide and varied 

educational experience acting as a strong foundation for Key Stage 4 (Y10/11) where some specialisation is 

allowed.  Further details of Wilsthorpe’s curriculum can be found on the website. 

 

Q - Are there plenty of spaces and will I get my child in? 

A – Wilsthorpe is popular and this has led to the school being full in all year groups, however, with our new 

school, we can accept year groups up to 210.  Derbyshire Local Authority administers our admissions – 

details can be found on the website. 

 

 

I have been headteacher at Wilsthorpe for over 12 years and in that time parents have asked me a 

wide variety of questions (either at Open Evenings or at the school gates).  I have tried to 

summarise answers for the most common and most relevant questions below. 

J Crofts (headteacher) 



Q – Does Wilsthorpe have a Sixth Form? 

A – Yes.  Wilsthorpe has a high performing and growing Sixth Form (approx. 120 students).  Students 

benefit from excellent teaching which has enabled those wanting to go on to university to progress to 

some of the most prestigious in the country in recent years, including both Oxford and Cambridge. 

 

Q – What other opportunities, out of school, does Wilsthorpe offer? 

A – Wilsthorpe prides itself on developing the ‘whole child’.  Prior to Covid – 19 (and we hope this will not 

be an influence by September 21) there were breakfast, lunch and after-school clubs every day.  In 

addition, our D of E programme is well established, music lessons are delivered by specialist musicians, 

sporting activities and achievements are excellent and 50 school trips ran in 2019/20 from residential visits 

to local days out.  Students visited Poland, Italy, Belgium and France.   

 

Q – Will my child be happy and enjoy going to school? 

A – If not, we have failed!  We pride ourselves on relationships and the care we extend to students.  These 

are key elements of our practice in everything we do.  ‘Pupils value their school highly. They enjoy coming 

to school and attend regularly’ (Ofsted 2020)  

 

Q – How strict are you about uniform? 

A – Uniform is very important.  By adhering to a strong uniform policy, we prevent parents wasting money 

on expensive items of clothing, which can themselves become vehicles for bullying and exclusion from 

groups.  We believe so strongly in this, we do not have ‘non-uniform’ days because we know the pressure 

this puts on some students.  All of our details about uniform, haircuts and jewellery can be found on the 

website and are strictly enforced. 

 

Q – How does the school stretch and challenge all abilities? 

A – Students are encouraged to ‘be the best they can be’.  For this to happen effectively, they need the 

support of a learning environment which best suits their needs.  Students are placed in groups according to 

ability.  Our inclusive approach to all abilities ensures sets are never permanent; students can progress as 

they develop the confidence and skills to shine in their groups.  Some ‘options’ are mixed ability at KS4.   

 

Q – How do I know my child will be taught well? 

A – Wilsthorpe invests a great deal of time and energy improving teaching and learning.  We both lead and 

learn from the best practitioners in our Trust of 9 schools.  Wilsthorpe teachers have, for many years, 

opened their classroom doors to other teachers, including from other schools, to share our classroom 

craft.  Wilsthorpe’s examination outcomes are very strong and improving. 

 

 

 



Q – What do you do about bullying and are mobile phones allowed? 

A – Bullying is an unfortunate feature of wider society.  Within our school community we share the 

importance of not tolerating any behaviours which make us feel uncomfortable.  Because messages are so 

well understood by our students, we are able to act swiftly to resolve issues, though few arise.  Mobile 

phone use is not allowed. 

‘Pupils said that bullying is rare and that they have confidence that staff would deal with any incidents 

quickly and effectively’. (Ofsted 2020) 

 

Q – Why do you feel results are so strong? 

A – In addition to high quality teaching, we insist on regular attendance.  Absence is a real barrier to 

student success so it is tracked and intervention is put in place for families where attendance of students 

falls below our floor standard of 95%. 

 

Q – What are school dinners like? 

A – We use Mellors Catering for food at break and lunchtime.  Menus can be found at 

Mellorscatering.co.uk.  Currently, we are running a reduced menu due to Covid-19 and the need to stagger 

lunches in different spaces.   

 

Q – Do you have school buses? 

A - Our normal service sees a route to Wilsthorpe from Borrowash and a route from Station Road (Long 

Eaton/Toton).  These buses are temporarily suspended due to Covid-19 but we would expect these to be 

back by September 2021. 

 

Q – How do you communicate with parents? 

A – Strong communication is essential to share both rewards and expectations.  We use the MyEd App for 

messages and letters and we use ParentPay for all financial transactions.  Of course, we write messages in 

student journals, we send praise postcards, we pick up the phone and we see you at the gates! 

 

 

 
 


