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23 March 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 

Maintained provision for children of key workers during COVID-19 
 
Thank you for working with us thus far and appreciating the complexity and severity of the 
situation.  Our plans on Friday were made obsolete by the Government’s advice, issued on 
Saturday, regarding social distancing.   
 
I ask that parents exercise a duty of care and responsibility to others at the school, including 
other children, school staff and the families of these two groups.  Having key workers’ children 
together in school presents a major issue in terms of the potential spread of the virus to all of 
the families of both the children and the staff. 
 
Gavin Williamson, Secretary of State for Education, made it very clear that you should only 
send your child to school on Monday if you have to, because your work is critical to the 
COVID-19 response.  This suggests that if a member of your household does not work as a 
key worker, your child should be at home with them.  Primary schools are very different to 
secondary schools; the vast majority of children at Wilsthorpe are old enough to stay at home.  
May I urge parents to consider the potential risks of increasing the size of the gathering in 
school - this needs to be balanced against allowing older students to remain at home. 
 
It is important, however, that we all recognise and show gratitude for the excellent work of our 
parents who are tackling this virus as front-line workers.  You are placing yourselves at an 
increased risk; thank you so much on behalf of us all and to those in other roles critical to the 
COVID-19 response we also express our thanks.   
 
The school day  
School will open at 8.30am and finish at 2.45pm.  Please do not send your child into school 
outside these times. 
 
Students and staff will be observing the guidance relating to social distancing throughout the 
day. 
 
Please ensure your child has their own equipment – they will not be allowed to share pens 
etc… 
 
We will supervise students washing their hands regularly throughout the day. 
 
Lunch will be a ‘grab and go’ bag which students will be encouraged to eat outside depending 
on the weather and, of course, observing social distancing guidelines. 
 

mailto:enquiries@wilsthorpe.derbyshire.sch.uk


 

 

Wilsthorpe School 
Derby Road, Long Eaton, Derbyshire, NG10 4WT 

HEADTEACHER Tel: 0115 9729421 

Mr J Crofts enquiries@wilsthorpe.derbyshire.sch.uk 
  www.wilsthorpe.derbyshire.sch.uk 

  

 
 
 

Students will have access to a laptop for which they will be the sole user.  They will also have 
a reading book for times when they cannot work on the activities set by their teacher. 
 
Communication 
At present, the school office remains open to respond to calls, however, as we also act 
responsibly to minimise staffing in the school, the normal school number will soon cease to be 
available.  Prior to removing this contact, we will be issuing the keyworkers who have sent their 
children into school with an emergency mobile phone contact number.  This is not to be shared 
with other families. 
 
Finally, for now, I would like to say a heartfelt thank you for your support whilst we have 
attempted to address the ever-changing situation whilst keeping focused on the children.  You 
have understood that we do not have all the answers but that we have tried very hard to 
provide clear and consistent information whenever we have received it.  It saddens me that 
there have been many cases of abuse / rudeness directed at staff at other schools as they 
have tried to manage this unprecedented situation.  This is not our school experience so thank 
you once again. 

Yours sincerely 

 
J Crofts 
Headteacher 
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