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“ With our new ‘state of 
the art’ building, fully 
equipped with brand 
new furniture, fittings and 
teaching facilities, we now 
have everything in place 
to become ‘outstanding’.  
Our students and parents 
are fortunate to be part 
of this bright and exciting 
future.”

 J Crofts, Headteacher 
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HIGH STANDARDS 

Choosing a school for your child for the 
next five, or possibly seven years is a 
very important decision.  To help with the 
process I would like to share with you why 
I am proud to be Headteacher and why I 
believe Wilsthorpe is a ‘first choice’ for 
parents.

At Wilsthorpe we strive for the highest 
standards in everything we do.  Together 
we learn, we inspire, we challenge, we 
lead, we achieve and we respect.

Academically, our students thrive.  GCSE 
outcomes for 2019 confirm our strength 
in the core subjects, with fabulous English 
and Maths outcomes and some strong 
results in other core subjects.

Incredibly, virtually half of our students 
achieved a grade 5 or above in both 
English and Maths with over 60% students 
achieving a grade 4 or above in both.  

Additionally, 14% of students achieved 4 
or more Grade 7 – 9s demonstrating the 
excellent progress made by our most able 
students, many of whom will join our Sixth 
Form.

“ Leaders at all levels 
have a clear sense of 
the School’s priorities 
and are motivated by the 
challenge of ensuring 
all students can do their 
best.”

 OFSTED

Post 16 outcomes were equally pleasing 
as all students wishing to go on to further 
study were accepted by their first choice 
university.  It is the sixth year in succession 
that all Y13 students have achieved the 
grades necessary for this next level of 
study. I am incredibly proud of all our 
students, who have worked so hard and 
thoroughly deserve the outstanding results 
achieved again this year. The dedication 
and commitment of Wilsthorpe teachers is 
hard to match.

“ Teachers have high 
expectations of the quality 
of work they wish to see. 
Perceptive questioning 
is used to deepen 
explanation. All pupils, 
particularly the most able, 
benefit from this.”

 OFSTED

High personal standards permeate 
all areas of the curriculum, both in and 
outside of lesson time.  We instil in our 
young people the importance of acting 
as ambassadors when they wear the 
Wilsthorpe uniform.

At sporting events, students wear their 
kit with pride, with shirts tucked in: we 
believe the ‘little things’ add up to generate 
aspiration, and appreciation of discipline 
and high standards.  School trips, from 
the Y11 Prom to residential visits, abroad, 
generate comments from hosts relating 
to our students’ excellent, respectful 
behaviour.

“ Effectiveness of leadership 
and management - 
Outstanding.”

 OFSTED

I am a parent myself and I know how 
important it is to support young people on 
their lifetime journey to be a proud and 
successful individual with high personal 
standards and self-discipline.

A good school places happiness, 
success, safety and care at the top of its 
agenda.  A great school also creates an 
environment which promotes curiosity, 
with opportunities for all staff and students 
to lead, develop resilience, generate 
self-belief and aspire to be the best.  
This is what we offer at Wilsthorpe.

Parents and students continue to show 
overwhelming support for the school.  
Before you make this important decision, I 
urge you to visit us to find out why.

Jonathan Crofts 
Headteacher



“ A clear set of strong 
community values 
underpins the school. 
The good relationships 
between pupils and adults 
are key to this success.” 
 
OFSTED

EXCELLENT 
RELATIONSHIPS

“ Relationships between teachers and 
pupils are excellent, as are pupils’ 
attitudes to learning. Teachers 
create an atmosphere of mutual 
respect and trust in the classrooms 
and enable pupils to thrive and 
make good progress.” 

 OFSTED

“ …teachers encourage 
pupils to articulate their 
thoughts and ideas 
confidently and clearly.” 
 
OFSTED
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“ Behaviour of pupils is 
good… They are helpful 
to each other and very 
polite to visitors and staff. 
Relationships with staff are 
open, warm and friendly.” 
 
OFSTED

“ There is a very strong culture 
in the school that leaders 
have created so that pupils 
feel comfortable in sharing 
concerns. Staff receive 
regular training and they 
fully understand their role in 
recognising and reporting any 
signs of distress.” 

 OFSTED

“ There is a very strong 
culture at the school that 
keeps pupils safe. One 
older pupil described this 
as ‘like being part of a 
caring family.” 
 
OFSTED



We believe learning 
should be an inspirational 
journey, where all are 
challenged to achieve 
great things and to lead 
others, in a climate 
of dignity and mutual 
respect. 
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“Very pleased with [Y8 
daughter’s] progress.  
She is very happy 
and enjoys school 
and all subjects.  
Most importantly, 
her confidence has 
grown since starting 
in Y7 and this has 
continued.  Thank you 
to Wilsthorpe and all 
the staff.”

 Y8 Parent 2019
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BECOMING A PART  
OF WILSTHORPE

“ The headteacher is liked 
and respected by staff, 
pupils and parents. His 
strong community values 
inform the school’s work.” 

 OFSTED

“Thank you – [Y7 student] 
has had a great start and 
we’re really pleased with 
how he’s progressing both 
socially and academically.” 

 Y7 Parent 2019

“ The school made the 
transition for [new starter] 
very easy and as parents 
we were amazed how 
fast she settled in and 
started to embrace school 
life.  Thanks for all of your 
support” 

 Parent of a new starter

The well-established ‘Wilsthorpe 
Leadership Academy’ is unique to the 
School.  It encourages students to take on 
leadership roles and to play an active part 
in all aspects of school life, including their 
own learning .

“ Strong working 
relationships with local 
primary schools result  
in as smooth a move  
to secondary school  
as possible.” 

 OFSTED 

As they progress through the school, 
students have increasingly more choice 
over the subjects they study.  At Key 
Stage 4, the English Baccalaureate route 
is available to all. The focus at Key Stage 3 
is to provide breadth of both knowledge 
and experience.

“ I just wanted to express 
our thanks for everything 
you and all of the staff 
have done for [Y13 leaver] 
since Year 7 – we made 
the best choice ever in 
deciding to send him 
to Wilsthorpe.  If I had 

my way, he would be 
stopping with you to do 
his degree! Also [younger 
brother] has had a great 
first year and the staff 
have been incredibly 
supportive as always.  
The next son [name] 
arrives in September and 
we know that he is in 
good hands.” 

 Parents of a current Y7, Y8 student and 
a Y13 leaver.

Students who show exceptional growth 
each year get the opportunity to spend 
the day at one of the country’s top 
universities, meeting students, attending 
workshops and absorbing the awe 
and wonder which inevitably raises 
aspirations.

Learn - Inspire - Challenge - Lead - Achieve - Respect



The new building has been 
designed to fully support our 
expertise and excellence in 
these areas. An expandable 
drama studio is one of five 
performance spaces which 
include tiered ‘theatre-style’ 
seating, high tech lighting 
and sound provision, as well 
as full black-out capacity. 

Music rooms are enhanced 
by purpose-built, sound-
proofed, practice rooms.

Unusually, for a brand new 
build, we have been able to 
retain both a sports hall and 
a fully equipped gymnasium.  
We also have brand new 
tennis and netball courts, 
our floodlit Astroturf and the 
whole of our school field 
remains unchanged by the 
build.

EDUCATING THE  
WHOLE PERSON

Whilst we enjoy success in the core 
academic subjects, education is about 
so much more. Drama, Sport, Music, 
Technology and Art are successful at 
examination level but these subjects 
are also vital for raising self-esteem, 
for encouraging physical and mental 
well-being, for teaching resilience, 
creativity, precision and determination 
and to promote co-operation with 
others. That is why Design and 
Technology, Expressive and Performing 
Arts, and Sport and Recreation, retain a 
key place in the Wilsthorpe curriculum. 

Beyond the classroom, we offer 
fantastic opportunities for those 
who wish to develop their artistic, 
dramatic and sporting talents. The 
annual school production has included 
stunning performances of musicals 
such as ‘Les Miserables’, ‘West Side 
Story’ and in 2019 ‘Legally Blonde’.   
Students have performed outside 
the school including ‘The Comedy of 
Errors’ as part of the Shakespeare 
Festival as well as performances at 
Nottingham Playhouse, The RSC 
at Stratford-Upon-Avon, Markeaton 
Park and the Duchess Theatre.  Singers 
and instrumentalists have excellent 
opportunities both in the stage musicals 
and in various other ensembles. 

Sportsmen and women have great 
opportunities to participate as 
individuals or as part of school teams 
in a number of local championships 
and fixtures. We enjoy success in the 

English Schools’ athletics events as well 
as national cross country tournaments.  
In July 2019, a team of Year 7,8,9 
and 10 Wilsthorpe students became 
District Champions at Moorways, 
Derby.  Students are quickly linked to 
local and national clubs to support their 
successful development at the highest 
levels.  

Our students have displayed their art 
work at the Duke of Devonshire’s 
Chatsworth exhibition as well 
as in local halls and businesses.  
Photography allows students in all 
years, particularly in the sixth form, to 
combine maths and engineering skills 
with creativity. 

We are fortunate to have teams of 
dedicated and highly skilled staff 
in all these areas. They encourage 
students not only to perform to the 
highest standard, but also to play a part 
in the organisation of sports events, the 
catering for a special function or even 
taking a leading role ‘backstage’ at 
productions.

“ My kids feel positive and 
enthusiastic not only 
about their lessons but 
also about the fantastic 
range of extra-curricular 
activities on offer’.”   
Parent quote to Ofsted
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SIXTH FORM 

Our popular Sixth Form has secured 
outcomes in the top 20% in the country over 
the past 4 years.

Sixth Formers obtain qualifications across a 
range of ‘A’ Levels and vocational courses.  
We are proud of the high percentages of 
students who go on to University whilst 
a growing number are starting to secure 
higher-level apprenticeships.

Post 16 students engage with the UK 
Sutton Trust Summer programme, 
supporting applications to such institutions 
as Oxford, Cambridge, St. Andrew’s 
and Nottingham Universities as well as 
one student recently visiting Yale and 
Harvard in the USA.  It was through the 
Sutton Trust that one Y13 student in 2017 
secured a $280,000 bursary to study at 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT).  
In 2018 we had our first Oxbridge success 
with students being accepted at both Oxford 
and Cambridge.

Facilities for Sixth Formers are 
exceptional.  Y12 and 13 students will 
benefit from IT rich spaces to support private 
study like our Independent Learning Centre, 
Sixth Form Study Area and seminar rooms 
to support one-to-one mentoring.
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