
Design and Technology (Engineering and Product Design)

Hello Year 6, welcome to Engineering and 

Product Design. During your time in these 

subjects you will be working in 2 different 

workshops and doing lots of fun practical 

projects. You will be learning about:

● Materials and their properties

● Workshop health and safety

● Technical drawing skills

● Tools and manufacturing processes

● Design techniques

● Sustainability

The work we have set is designed to help 

introduce you to our subject. One of the 

most important aspects of our subject is to 

know and understand a range of materials. 

In year 7 you will be working with timber, 

then in year 8 and 9 you will move to 

plastics and metals.  

Timbers come under 2 categories. Softwoods and hardwoods. 

This is NOT because the wood is soft or hard. It depends on 

what type of tree it comes from. 

Softwood Trees Hardwood Trees



Transition Tasks

Task 1

● Look at some trees in your garden or in your 

local park.

● Can you spot the difference between 

hardwoods and softwoods? 

● Can you identify what tree it is? 

● Use the poster attached to help. Be sure to 

look closely at the trees’ leaves. 

Task 2

Collect as many different leaf types and fruits or 

seeds as possible. Depending on the season, these 

can either be collected off the ground or by carefully 

taking examples from the trees. If you take secateurs 

to help make neat cuts, be sure to have adult 

supervision. 

Task 3

Take your collection home. Use the collection to make a 

poster of all the different trees you saw. 

● Draw the examples you collected.

● Draw what the tree looks like now, and draw what it 

could look like in other seasons. 

● Label your pictures, explaining whether they are a 

softwood or hardwood. Explain what this means. 

Challenge Tasks

At Wilsthorpe we always set challenge tasks. These are 

tasks that showcase your skills and can help you achieve a 

better grade. If you complete these tasks you will receive 

sticker rewards that can be used to buy things in the 

rewards shop.

Write a diary entry imagining an afternoon in the woods. 

Use these golden rules for descriptive writing: 

● Write in the first person.

● Use all your senses: sound, sight, smell, touch, taste. 

● Include interesting words to help bring the woodland 

to life.






