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always pays the 
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Using your Knowledge Organiser

Every school day you should be studying at least 
1 section of your Knowledge Organiser (KO).

The timetable on the next page tells you which 
subjects you should be studying on which days (it 
doesn’t matter if you have that subject on that 
day or not, you should follow the timetable).

If you do not have Languages on your timetable 
you should work on spellings or the 
punctuation/grammar facts provided by Mr Meir 
during Enhancement classes.

You are to use your exercise book to show the 
work you have done. Each evening you should 
start a new page and put the date clearly at the 
top.

You need to bring your KO and exercise book with 
you everyday to school.

Your parents should tick off your work every 
evening using the grid in your KO on page 4 
and 5. 

Parents should also sign off your reading using 
the Reading Log on page 6.

Your KO and exercise book will be checked 
regularly during tutor time and you will also be 
tested during lessons on the content of your 
organiser.

● Use a ‘clock’ to divide 
information into 
smaller sections.

● Give yourself a 
spelling test.

● Draw diagrams and 
annotate them with 
extra information.

● Create factfiles.
● Create flowcharts.

Self-testing
You can use your KO and workbook in a number of different 
ways but you should not just copy.

Use the ‘Preparation for Learning - How to self test with your 
Knowledge Organiser’ booklet to help you. It can also be 
found on the school website.

Below are some possible tasks you could do in your 
workbooks. Regardless of the task you should always check 
and correct your work in a different coloured pen.

● Ask someone to write 
questions for you

● Write your own 
challenging questions

● Create mind maps
● Create flash cards
● Look, cover, write 

and check
● Mnemonics
● Draw a comic strip of 

a timeline
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Preparing to Learn timetable
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Preparing to Learn timetable
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Reading Log

Please record the amount of time spent 
reading and the pages read each night. 

Please read for the equivalent 
of 15 minutes a night.



Wilsthorpe School
Derby Road, Long Eaton, Derbyshire, NG10 4WT

 
Maths
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English

Writing Challenges

Create a magazine advert for a 
holiday destination, using 
persuasive language. Do some 
research to ensure you include 
factual information and also 
consider presentational features 
(layout,colour, images, text and 
logos). 

Write a poem about your 
identity. Include details about 
you (your city, friends, family, 
interests etc). It doesn’t have to 
rhyme!

Reading skills 
– Write developed ‘PETER’ paragraphs to analyse.
PETER stands for Point, Evidence, Technique, Explain, Reader.
- Add writer’s message: What was the writer trying to say about the 
world?
- Add one-word analysis: Pick out a keyword from your quotation and 
analyse its impact in detail.
Writing skills
- Elements of persuasive and descriptive writing.
- Well-structured writing with paragraphs.
- A variety of sentence structures and openers.
- Advanced punctuation.
- Ambitious vocabulary for effect.
- Technical accuracy (SPAG) and proofreading.

Writers’ Methods 

Persuasive features:
Direct address

Anecdote
Rhetorical question

Facts
Statistics
Opinions

Emotive language

Speaking and 
Listening Skills

- Speak clearly
- Maintain eye 
contact
- Project your voice
- Listen to others
- Ask questions

Research a 
place/culture and 
discuss this with a 
friend/family 
member using the 
above skills

Poetic features:
Simile
Metaphor
Personification
Sensory description
Onomatopoeia
Oxymoron
Repetition

Around
The

World

Challenge your reading! Remember to read for 15 minutes a night.

Word Definition
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Your Grammar teacher will tell you which spelling list you should 
learn. For each spelling list find the definition for the word, be 
able to use it in a sentence and learn the spelling.

List 1a

Bazaar
Immediate
Laboratory
Lilac
Occasion
Penicillin
Pistachio
Pyjamas
Schedule
Temperature

List 1b

About
Again
Alright
Animals
Another
Around
Asked
Back
Bear
Before

List 2a

Absence
Accelerate
Achievement
Address
Aisle
Altogether
Annually
Appalling
Apparent
Authority

List 2b

Bought
Called
Caught
Clothes
Cousin
First
For
Four
Friend
Getting

List 3a

Believe
Biodegradable
Calendar
Camouflage
Caribbean
Chronological
Committee
Definitely
Difference
Doubt

List 3b

Heard
Here
House
Jumped
Know
Little
Looked
Made
Make
Many

List 4a

Experience
Exterior
Fascinate
Fluorescent
Foreign
Independence
Involvement
Irrelevant
Grateful
Guarantee

List 4b

Mister
Mother
Named
Now
Once
Our
People
Running
Said
Same

List 5a

Guidance
Humorous
Hygiene
Ignorance
Jewellery
Judgement
Knowledge
Maintenance
Mediterranean
Millennium

List 5b

School
Some
Something
Started
Their
Them
There
Thought
Time
To

List 6a

Relief
Rhino
Ridiculous
Scissors
Sign
Successful
Tomorrow
Vacuum
Vehicle
Wrestle

List 6b

Too
Until
Very
Wanted
Went
Were
Where
Woman
Women
Your

Grammar

- Adjectives modify 
nouns

- Adverbs describe 
verbs

- Verbs are ‘doing 
words’ and ‘being 
words’

- Nouns are words 
for things

- Pronouns are used 
to replace nouns
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Science

The pH scale

A base is a substance that can react with 
acids and neutralise them. Bases are 
usually:
• metal oxides, such as copper oxide
• metal hydroxides, such as sodium 

hydroxide, or
• metal carbonates, such as calcium 

carbonate
Many bases are insoluble - they do not 
dissolve in water. However, if a base does 
dissolve in water, we also call it an alkali.

Symbols you may see 
on acids and alkalis

Litmus paper indicator 

Colour 
of 
litmus

Acid Alkali Neutral

Red Stays 
red

Turns 
blue

Stays 
red

Blue Turns 
red

Stays 
blue

Stays 
blue

Neutralisation reactions
metal oxide + acid → a metal salt + water
e.g. copper oxide + hydrochloric acid → copper chloride + water

metal hydroxide + acid → a salt + water
e.g. sodium hydroxide + sulfuric acid → sodium sulfate + water

metal carbonate + acid → a salt + water + carbon dioxide
e.g. copper carbonate + nitric acid → copper nitrate + water + carbon dioxide

Light travels in waves. These 
are transverse waves.
Light waves travel in straight 
lines.
Light waves travel faster than 
sound waves. Light travels at 
3x108m/s.

The law of reflection 
states that the angle of 
incidence equals the 
angle of reflection, i = r. 
It works for any angle.

Reflection

Refraction

Primary and secondary colours
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Science

The planets
There are eight planets in the solar 
system. Starting with Mercury, which is 
the closest to the Sun, the planets are:
Mercury
Venus
Earth
Mars
Jupiter
Saturn
Uranus
Neptune
This sentence is a way to remember 
the correct order:
My Very Easy Method Just Speeds Up 
Naming

We get different seasons (winter, spring, 
summer and autumn) because the Earth’s 
axis is tilted. This is how it works:
• it is summer in the UK when the 

Northern Hemisphere is tilted towards 
the Sun

• it is winter in the UK when the northern 
hemisphere is tilted away from the Sun

Day and Night
A planet spins on its axis as 
it orbits the Sun. A day is the 
time it takes for a planet to 
turn once on its axis. An 
Earth day is 24 hours long.
The Sun lights up one half of 
the Earth, and the other half 
is in shadow. As the Earth 
spins we move from shadow 
to light and back to shadow 
and so on. It is daytime in 
the UK when our part of the 
planet is lit by the Sun. And 
it is night in the UK when our 
part of the planet is facing 
away from the Sun. 

Reproductive organs

The menstrual cycle

In sexual reproduction, a 
male gamete and a 
female gamete join 
together. This is 
fertilisation. In animals 
the egg is the female 
gamete and the sperm is 
the male gamete.

The fertilised egg divides to 
form a ball of cells called an 
embryo. The embryo 
attaches to the lining of the 
uterus. It begins to develop 
into a foetus and finally into 
a baby. The placenta is an 
organ responsible for 
providing oxygen and 
nutrients, and removing 
waste substances. It grows 
into the wall of the uterus 
and is joined to the foetus 
by the umbilical cord.

Parts 
of a 

flower



Wilsthorpe School
Derby Road, Long Eaton, Derbyshire, NG10 4WT

 
Geography

How to structure…
Evaluate questions: Paragraph one should explain the positive side of 
what you are evaluating e.g “Urbanisation is a good thing because… It 
also causes… Which is good because…”. Your second paragraph should 
do the same for the negative points. You then need a conclusion to 
summarise whether you think it is a good or a bad thing overall.
Assess questions: You should choose three reasons or impacts related 
to the question. For each of these, decide which one is the biggest 
reason and explain why. Then move onto your next reason that you 
think has the biggest influence (again explain why). Repeat for the last 
idea you have, making it clear why this one is the least significant.

Rivers

Learn all the key words that are in bold. You should know what 
they all mean and be able to explain how these processes work.

Formation
Of 

Waterfalls

BRICS
•Population: how many people live there
•GDP per capita: how much money is produced, divided by the 
population
•Literacy rate: what % of people can read or write to a basic 
standard
•Life Expectancy: how long people live on average
•Human Development Index: a measure of how good a country’s 
overall quality of life is (based on health, wealth and education)

Economic development is the 
process by which the economic 
well-being and quality of life of a 
nation, region or local community 
are improved.The BRICS can be 
broken into two groups—those 
that have integrated themselves 
into global supply chains (China 
and India) and those that took 
advantage of globalisation to sell 
their abundant natural resources 
(primarily Brazil, Russia and South 
Africa).

Research task: Create a fact file for Brazil, Russia, India, China and South 
Africa. Include the indicators listed above and any other key facts about 
what life is like in the countries.
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HistoryCauses of the Reformation

Causes of the Spanish Armada 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=87kZ
SY9On7k
Ten Minute English and British History #18 

- The Late Tudors: Elizabeth and the 

Spanish Armada

Elizabeth’s 
problems

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=87kZSY9On7k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=87kZSY9On7k
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SpanishLinguascope:

○ Us.: wilsthorpe
○ Ps.: mfl@wlt

Challenge: describe your town in Spanish. 

Challenge: what do you do in your town? 
Extension: what time? Write in Spanish.

Challenge: research 
about this lovely 
Spanish food. 
Extension: Use 
´quiero´to say what 
you want to have.

NOTE: use other 
times from 
Spring 
knowledge 
organiser.

Challenge: translate into English the 
following future sentences (use a dictionary 
if you need it):

1. Voy a hacer gimnasia.
2. Voy a jugar al tenis.
3. Voy a bailar flamenco.
4. Voy a sacar fotos.
5. Mi madre va a escuchar música.

Challenge: 
research about how 
Spanish people 
celebrate Easter in 
Spain.
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FrenchOnline Resources

https://www.memrise.com
https://quizlet.com

https://www.linguascope.com
Username: wilsthorpe
Password: mfl@wlt

https://www.memrise.com/
https://quizlet.com/latest
https://www.linguascope.com/
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Yr 7 - Computing

What is a program?

Programs are made up of statements that the programming 
language knows and understands.

When designing an program there are two main areas 
to look at:

● the big picture - What is the final goal?
● the individual stages – What hurdles need to 

be overcome on the way to the goal?

Understanding the problem
Before a program can be designed, it is important to check that the 
problem is completely understood. There are a number of basic things 
to know in order to really understand the problem:

● What are the inputs into the problem?
● What will be the outputs of the problem?
● In what order do instructions need to be carried out?
● What decisions need to be made in the problem?
● Are any areas of the problem repeated?

Programming 
Concept Keywords

Variable

Sequence

Selection

Iteration

Computational 
Thinking

Visual Programming: is where you use a series of icons or images to program instead of lines of code.

What is WHEN:DO coding?
is WHEN the user/character does this, the character must DO this.

Scan for 
Kodu 

Tutorials
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Art Terminology

Culture A wide range of cultures from around the world have inspired 
generations of artists. Cultures are often defined by their use 
of formal elements and specific working practices. For 
example, Islamic art is characterised by geometrical floral 
design, calligraphy and spiritual representation of objects.

Symbolism A range of art movements use symbolism to represent 
meaning and purpose. For example, Aboriginal people use 
symbols to express cultural beliefs and preserve stories for 
future generations. 

Ochre Ochre is a natural earth pigment which is a mixture of 
minerals and varying amounts of clay/sand. It often ranges in 
colour from yellow to deep orange or brown. Aboriginal 
people often used these natural pigments to depict 
Dreamtime stories and maps. 

Pattern Pattern is a key formal element, which is used to construct 
balance, contrast, rhythm and/or movement. Pattern is 
typically split into two types i.e. Natural or Manmade and can 
often appear geometric, regular, irregular, organic, decorative 
etc.

Indigenous Refers to a group of people who originated from a certain 
area. The Aboriginal culture is an example of a group of 
people who inhabited a part of Australia.

Artefacts Artefacts are objects made by humans. They can be in the 
form of tools or works of art i.e. vase, drum, helmet etc.

Class Topic- Aboriginal Art

Scan this 
code to learn 
more about 
Pattern.

Aboriginal Australians used 
their artwork to pass down 
information through several 
generations. Dreamtime is a 
commonly used term for 
describing important features 
of Aboriginal spiritual beliefs 
and existence.

They were convinced that the 
entire world was made by their 
ancestors in the beginning of 
all time i.e. the Dreamtime. It is 
believed that the ‘Spirits’ gave 
them their hunting tools and 
each tribe had its own land, 
totems and their ‘Dreaming’.

Art

In 2007, this 
Aboriginal 
artwork by 
Tommy Lowry 
Tjapaltjarri 
was sold for a 
whopping 
$576,000 at 
auction! 
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Drama

Costumes are used in theatre to  help communicate a character’s personality and characteristics (social class, age, gender, etc). They 
can also communicate a character’s circumstances within a moment of the story. A costume can also convey the period and setting of a 
play.

A costume designer will demonstrate ideas through:

Colour
Condition

Cut
Fabric

Fit

Hair and 
make-up

Practicalities

Scale

Shape

Texture

The colour of a costume might convey a symbolic idea or reveal something about the character wearing the costume.
The condition of the costume might convey information about a character's circumstances.
The cut of a costume refers to shape of fabric pieces used to construct it.
The type of fabric used within a costume can provide information about a character’s social status, for example a 
wealthy character may wear a silk dress.
The fit of a costume refers to the manner in which clothing fits such as a tight skirt or an oversized cardigan, providing 
information about the character wearing the costume or the context in which the play is set.
Hair and make-up is an aspect of costume design and is used to highlight an actor’s facial features of change their 
appearance.
A costume designer will consider the practicalities of a costume such as whether it will need to be designed with Velcro 
seams for quick changes, or whether it will need to be light weight so the actor can move more freely.
Scale refers to the size of an element of costume. For example, a large piece of jewellery that needs to be seen by the 
audience sitting a distance from the actor.
Costume can be used to give an actor a different physical shape, for example a body suit may be worn to make an 
actor appear larger.
The texture and choice of fabric used on a costume might provide the audience with information relating to a play’s 
context or facts about the character.

Costume Design
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Music

Latin America Battle of the Bands

The verse has different words with each repetition. They will 
also contain these elements:

● a riff is a short, repeated melodic pattern, often 
forming the background to a solo or vocal line. It is 
usually one to four bars long.

● a hook is a short catchy melodic idea designed to be 
instantly memorable

● guitar licks are short solo phrases that can be heard at 
the ends of some of the vocal phrases

● fills are short flourishes used to fill a gap between 
phrases and are often played on drums

Samba is South American 
music style that is always 
performed with lots of 
percussion instruments. 
Every member of the 
ensemble has a specific 
role as the music often 
involves the layering of 
different rhythms over 
each other.

Samba style developed in the 
1950s in the favelas and 
includes layering syncopated 
rhythms or multiple percussion 
instruments. Samba has many 
similarities to African drumming 
music such as polyrhythms 
and use of call and response
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Physical Education 

Meanings of the Olympic values 

Friendship Understanding each other although 
there may be differences. 

Respect Being fair, knowing your limits whilst 
taking care of yourself and others around you. 
Respect denotes both a positive feeling of esteem 
for a person of other entity (such as a nation or a 
religion) and also specific actions and conduct 
representative of that esteem. 

Excellence Giving your best, not only in sport but 
in life, and achieving your goals. 

Meanings of the Paralympic values 

Determination Believing in yourself to continue to 
do the best you can even if things are difficult. 

Equality Everyone can be equal and receive the 
same treatment. This is the quality of being the 
same in quantity or measure, value or status. 

Courage Being brave and confident enough to do 
what you believe is right. Courage, bravery, 
fortitude, will, and intrepidity, is the ability to 
confront fear, pain, risk/danger, uncertainty or 
intimidation. 

The slogan of the 
2020 Summer 
Olympics torch relay 
is "Hope Lights Our 
Way"

Olympic Truce During the ancient Olympic Games around 2,800 
years ago, a truce was announced to ensure that athletes and 
spectators could travel safely to the Games and peacefully return to 
their respective countries.

The Tokyo 2020 Games — the most innovative in history — 
will bring positive reform to the world by building on three core 
concepts.

Achieving Personal Best: "Striving for your personal 
best"

Unity in Diversity: "Accepting one another"

Connecting to Tomorrow: "Passing on Legacy for the 
future"

Approximately 5,000 medals have been 
produced from small electronic devices 
that were contributed by people all over 
Japan.. 

There is just one candidate who, at Tokyo 2020, could make it 
up to the 'podium' of most decorated Summer Olympians of all 
time - Michael Phelps' team-mate Ryan Lochte. The American 
has 12 medals - six gold, three silver, and three bronze - from 
the last four Games.

 Sir Chris Hoy as the most successful all 
time British Olympians with six gold 
medals and a silver.

 Sir Bradley Wiggins confirmed him as 
the most decorated British Olympian, 
with eight medals (five gold) over five 
Games.

There have been 28 Summer Olympic Games and 22 Winter 
Olympic Games held across five continents. The 1916 Summer 
Olympics were cancelled due to the onset of WWI; both Summer 
Olympics of 1940 and 1944 were cancelled due to WWII.

 Team GB medal for the last two Olympics.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sir_Chris_Hoy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sir_Bradley_Wiggins
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Engineering

Key tools in Year 7

Ball-peen 
hammer

Centre 
punch

Scriber Engineer’s 
square

Hacksaw

Regulation Key knowledge

Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE) 
Regulations

Employers have a duty to provide 
personal protective equipment (PPE) 
to all staff to protect them from any 
health and safety risks at work. PPE 
can include things like safety 
helmets, gloves, eye protection, 
high-visibility clothing and safety 
footwear.

Health and Safety at 
Work Act (1974)

All employers must look after the 
health, safety and welfare of all of 
their employees. Employees must 
make proper use of equipment 
provided for their safety.

Types of drawing

     Oblique                      Isometric              Orthographic

Properties of materials
Hardness: Ability to resist scratching & denting.
Toughness: Ability to resist repeated bending or shock loading.
Brittleness: The opposite of toughness - breaks suddenly without 
much distortion.

Magnetism
The magnetic field 

lines from a magnet 
always flow from 
the north pole to 

the south pole.

Classifications of metals
Pure metals: Metals that can be found on the periodic table. They 
are not mixed with any other element (eg. copper, silver, iron).
Alloys: Pure metals that have been mixed with other elements to 
improve their properties 
(eg. steel = iron + carbon).
Ferrous metals: Any metal that contains iron 
(eg. iron, steel).
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Product Design

Key Word Definition

Millimetre The measurement used in 
Technology, 1cm = 10mm

Marking out The technique used to measure and 
mark out material before performing 

a practical task.

Working drawing A scale drawing which serves as a 
guide for the construction or 

manufacture of something such as a 
building or machine.

Jig A device that holds a piece of work 
and guides the tool operating on it.

Tolerance An allowable amount of variation of a 
specified quantity, especially in the 
dimensions of a machine or part.

Try Square

Tenon Saw

Flat File

Pillar Drill

Coping Saw

Further resources can be found at www.technologystudent.com
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Food Technology & Textiles

Cotton
Cotton comes from 
fine hairs on the 
seeds in a ripe seed 
pod of a cotton 
plant.
Advantages
Strong when wet
Durable
Reasonably cheap
Environmentally 
sustainable
Comfortable to 
wear
Disadvantages
Creases easily
Burns easily
Shrinks
Properties
1.Strong
2.Absorbent
3.Cool to wear
4.Hard wearing
5.Creases easily

Tie and Dye
Tie-dye is a modern dye technique which is 
typically brightly coloured and patterned.  
Tie and dye is a resist dyeing process which 
originates from the traditional Japanese 
technique, Shibori.  
You use cotton as it absorbs the dye and 
elastic bands which are tied around the 
fabric to create 
a barrier and stops 
the dye penetrating the 
fabric.  Tie and dye is a
quick process which 
creates original 
“one off patterns.   

Guidelines to a healthy balanced diet.
1. Base meals on starchy foods.
2. Eat lots of fruit  and vegetables.
3. Eat 2 portions of fish a week.
4. Cut down on saturated fats and 

sugars.
5. Try to eat less salt - no more than 6g 

a day.
6. Exercise at least twice a week.
7. Drink 6-8 glasses of water.
8. Don't skip breakfast.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resist_dyeing
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Wider Reading

Maths
- Murderous Maths

- Guinness World Records
- The Boy Who Loved Math

- Infinity and Me
- 50 Maths Ideas You Really 
Need to Know by Tony Crilly 

English/Grammar 
- Literary classics
- Carnegie/ DSBA 

award-nominated books
- Any KS3 English Revision 

Guides
- The Literature Book

- CGP Grammar Guides 

Science
- The Science Book

- The Astronomy Book 
- The Physics Book 

CGP and Collins Study Guides
- Before The World Was Ready 

by Claire Eamer
- Why Does Asparagus...? by 

Andy Brunning

Geography
- Horrible Geographies

- Most Stupendous Atlas of 
the Whole World 

- The Travel Book by Lonely 
Planet 

- Our World
- What Happened When in 

the World 

History
- The History Book 

- Horrible Histories books 
- The My Story series 

-The Philip Ardagh series
- The ‘You Wouldn’t Want to 

Be…’ series 
- Anne Frank’s Diary

French and Spanish
- French Short Stories for 

Beginners
- Bonne Idé by Nicolette 

Hannam and Michelle Williams
- Usborne Language Guides: 

Spanish for Beginners 
- CGP and Collins Study 

Guides

Computing
- Compute-IT: Student's Book 

1, 2 and 3 
- CGP KS3 Computing

- Get Coding!
- Hello Ruby: Adventures in 

Coding by Linda Liukas
- Computational Fairy Tales by 

Jeremy Kubica

Art
- Any Comics or Graphic 

Novels 
- How to Draw Comic Book 

Heroes and Villains, 
Christopher Hart Titles 

- Making Comics by Scott 
McCloud

Drama
- The Secret Garden by Jessica 

Swale
- On the BBC Bitesize website 
go to: ‘GCSE Drama > AQA 
GCSE Drama’. Complete the 

revision activities on 
‘Understanding drama...’ and 

‘Performing characters’.

Music
 - Biographies of your 

favourite musicians and bands
- Music magazines

- The Classical Music Book

Technology
- Any cookery/recipe books
- BBC Good Food magazine
- Textile Designers at the 

Cutting Edge by Bradley Quinn
- Fashion magazines

- Kids Fight Plastic by Martin 
Dorey 

Physical Education
- Sports biographies and 

autobiographies 
- Sports rule books and 

coaching guides 
- Sports magazines

- Programmes 

‘Wider Reading and Discovery’ lists for every 
subject are available on the Google Student Drive


