
What Technology looks like at Wilsthorpe 

We offer a range of Technology subjects at Wilsthorpe, including Food Technology, Textiles, Product 

Design, Computer Aided Design and Engineering. Throughout Year 7, you will experience each of 

these subjects for 8 weeks at a time. 

In preparation for your leassons in September, we suggest you try the following activities at home: 

Food Technology 

Wash up after a meal. Keeping the kitchen clean and tidy is very important when cooking, especially 

when you are working around others. Practise washing up, making sure you get the equipment 

clean, hygienic and ready for next time. You will be expected to do this yourself at secondary school. 

Follow a basic recipe and use scales to practise weighing out ingredients. You need to know how to 

read measurements in units like millilitres, grams, ounces and teaspoons. You also need to be able to 

understand what is meant by terms like ‘a heaped teaspoon’. 

Textiles 

Practise threading a needle. Once you have perfected this skill, have a go at sewing a few simple 

stitches – maybe sew a name tag into your new school blazer. 

Product Design 

See the attached PowerPoint. 

Computer Aided Design 

Watch these YouTube clips. This one introduces ‘Computer Aided Design’: 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=x1rxXm6sG9Y 

This clip explains the history of ‘CAD’: 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=mcwIMsh_g3o 

If you are able to access any kind of CAD software, it would be helpful to practise using it. 

Engineering 

In Engineering we work primarily with metals. When you make something out of metal, it is very 

important that all of the parts fit correctly, so we focus a lot on careful measuring and marking out. 

This task has two parts: 

1) Investigation 

a) Find three metal objects that look like they have been made out of different metals. Draw out a 

table and fill it in with the following information: 

 Item 1 Item 2 Item 3 

What colour is the 
bare metal? 

   

Is the item made for 
indoor or outdoor 
use? 

   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x1rxXm6sG9Y
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mcwIMsh_g3o


Has it been protected 
with something like 
paint or oil? 

   

Is it rusty/corroded? 
(If yes, what does this 
look like?) 

   

If you can lift it, is it 
heavy, medium or 
light for its size? 

   

If you have a magnet, 
is the metal magnetic? 

   

 

b) Discuss your findings in a written paragraph. Is there a link between the colour of the bare metal 

and the appearance of any corroded metal? Is there a link between the place it is used and the way 

it is coated? Can you identify any other links? 

2) Marking out task 

You will need a plain sheet of paper, a sharp pencil and a ruler. There are three options for this task 

depending on your level of ability: 

i) Use your pencil and ruler to draw 4 accurate squares on the paper. The squares should 

measure 2cm x 2cm, 3cm x 3cm, 4cm x 4cm and 5cm x 5cm. The squares can be placed 

anywhere – you may wish to use the edges of the paper to guide some edges of the 

squares. 

ii) Draw the squares, but there should be a gap of 2cm between each of the squares. 

iii) Draw the squares, but each square should be inside another, and placed exactly central. 


