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The Humanities Curriculum Area is built around a strong team 

of dedicated and experienced staff who share an on-going 

commitment to quality teaching and the improvement of 

standards. We strongly believe that the humanities form the 

very basis of what it is to be a balanced and conscientious 

individual and, through our compassionate and supportive 

team, we strive to deliver a broad curriculum that encapsulates 

the World’s story of past, present and future. Our Curriculum 

Area covers three main subjects across the key stages: 

Geography, History and Philosophy and Ethics. Through these 

subjects, we look to not only equip our students with knowledge 

of the world around them but also help them to develop the 

necessary skills to become inquisitive and rational human 

beings. 

 

This booklet is designed to introduce our new Year 7 students 

to the subjects taught within the Humanities Curriculum Area 

and to provide information about what will be taught during their 

first year at Wilsthorpe.  As well as this, it also offers potential 

activities that students may wish to participate in throughout 

their final Summer Term in Year 6 and during the summer 

holidays. 

 

The Humanities Curriculum Area hopes you find the information 

in this booklet helpful, informative and interesting and we all 

look forward to seeing you all in Year 7! 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

History at Wilsthorpe 
 

History at Wilsthorpe is a popular and exciting subject taught by Mr 

Harvey, Mr Henson, Mrs Parker and Miss Underwood. We start the year 

looking at England in 1060, then look at England throughout the Middle 

Ages. We focus on that famous year, 1066, and learn about the dramatic 

events that have made it such a memorable date! 

As we move through the Middle Ages, we learn about different monarchs, 

and make decisions about whether they were good bad or something in 

the middle! As historians, we learn to look at the evidence, weigh it up, 

and make judgements. One of the fabulous things about history, is you 

get to decide what YOU think. 

We then look at the War of the Roses, a tumultuous time in the history of 

England, which includes a murder mystery; who killed the princes in the 

tower? During this topic, we learn about King Richard III, who is very 

special to us, after Mr Henson was part of archaeological team who found 

his body! 

Finally, we finish with the Tudors. Who were they, what did they do, and 

what were the consequences? 

As we learn, we focus on different skills. We use evidence, we look at 

different interpretations, we make judgements and we write structured 

answers. We will take you through these skills step-by-step, enabling you 

to build on the work you have done in primary school, and become even 

more confident historians.  

We want you to have a rest over the summer holiday, and arrive at 

Wilsthorpe ready to learn!  

We look forward to meeting you! 

 

The History Team 

 

 



 
 

History Activities at Home 

Activities 

Make a crown – Get some paper or some card and design your own crown.  

Read this – Explore the BBC History website for some of the things that you will be learning about in year 7.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zk26n39 

Watch this – Everybody loves a bit of Horrible Histories! Take a look at the link and watch a few episodes. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/shows/horrible-histories 

Food History– Take a look at this website, there are lots of different historical recipes, we particularly like this 

ice cream one! https://thepastisaforeignpantry.com/2020/05/06/vanilla-ice-cream-1949/ 

On this day – Pick an event that sounds interesting from https://www.onthisday.com/ and make a poster about 

the event. 

Build your own castle – Watch the video to give you some ideas, you could use whatever you want, cardboard, 

Minecraft, lego, cake. It’s up to you: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=9&v=HGH2bteGpTA&feature=emb_logo  

Make some Top Trump cards – use the information below to give each king or queen a mark out of 10 for their 

skills as a ruler. 1 = lowest 10 = highest. You will mark them on how good they were with: their relationship 

with the people, warfare, their relationship with the church (religion), how long they were on the throne for 

(longevity) and an overall mark. We have done one for you as an example.  

Information for the Top Trump cards.  

Harold Godwinson – King from 5th January 1066 – 14th October 1066 

Relationship with the people – Harold was popular with the people, he was voted for as king by the Witan 

(council) and was respected across England. We gave him an 8 out of 10 for this, because he was well liked and 

voted for by the Witan.  

Warfare – Harold was a good fighter and defended England many times. He defeated the Viking invasion at 

Stamford Bridge, but lost at Hastings, where he died. We gave him a 7 out of 10, because despite being a good 

fighter he lost his crown at Hastings.  

Religion – Harold had a good relationship with the church, his friends were in charge so he had some power in 

the church. We have him 7 out of 10 again. He had a good relationship, but is it ok that his friends were in 

charge?  

Longevity We gave him 1, as he didn’t last long at all.  

Overall – We gave him 6, he had some good points, but was let down by his longevity.  

 

William the Conqueror  - 25th December 1066 -  9th September 1087 

Relationship with the people –William did not have a good relationship with his people. They did not like him, 

because he invaded England and was responsible for the death of Harold Godwinson. He ruled using fear for 

over 20 years and was responsible for destroying the North of England. 

Warfare – William never lost a battle, he was a very skilled solider.  

Religion – William had a great relationship with the church, he was a very religious man. He got a blessing 

from the Pope (the Head of the Catholic Church) to invade England and fight at Hastings. Religion and seeking 

forgiveness for his sins would remain very important to him throughout his life.  

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zk26n39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/shows/horrible-histories
https://thepastisaforeignpantry.com/2020/05/06/vanilla-ice-cream-1949/
https://www.onthisday.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=9&v=HGH2bteGpTA&feature=emb_logo


 
 

John 27th May 1199 – 19th October 1216 

Relationship with the people – John was not a popular King with the people. He taxed them, making them 

even poorer. Eventually he was forced to sign the Magna Carta, which tried to limit the power he had over his 

people and his ability to tax them.  

Warfare – John lost a lot of land in France, making him unpopular with the people. He was not a good fighter. 

Religion - John did not have a good relationship with the Pope. The Pope became so angry with John, that he 

excommunicated him and put the whole country under an interdict. This meant that churches were not 

allowed to open. This made John very unpopular as religion was very important to the people of England.  

 

Richard III 26th June 1483 – 22nd August 1485 

Relationship with the people – Richard had a mixed relationship with the people. Before he was King, he was 

popular in the north of England. But, when he became King, he was accused of killing his nephews, King 

Edward V and Richard Duke of York, making him very unpopular with the people.  

Warfare – Richard was a skilled fighter and fought in the Wars of the Roses. But, he was killed at the Battle of 

Bosworth when his people turned against him in favour of Henry VII.  

Religion - Richard wrote his own prayers and was generally supported by the church whilst he was King.  

 

Henry VII 22nd August 1485 – 21st April 1509 

Relationship with the people – Henry had a mixed relationship with the people. With some, he was liked, with 

others he was feared and seen as someone who stole the throne - a ‘usurper’. He taxed the people heavily, but 

life was generally good for the people when he was King.  

Warfare – Henry never lost a battle. He was a skilled fighter and had trained in warfare since he was a young 

boy. He was a very clever fighter and used this when it came to battle tactics.  

Religion Henry had a good relationship with the Pope and the church. The church was very secure whilst he 

was King.  

 

Mary I July 1553 – 17th November 1558  

Relationship with the people – Mary had a mixed relationship with the people. She was popular, as she was a 

Tudor queen, but she was also unpopular because of her religious policies. She forced the country back to 

Catholicism and burnt people who did not agree, mainly Protestants, as ‘heretics’. 

Warfare – Mary did not lead her own army, but her armies lost a lot of land in France, which she felt 

responsible for. This made her very unpopular.  

Religion She was very popular with the Pope, because she made England Catholic again. However, she was 

very unpopular with Protestants, who did not believe in the same things. They did not believe that the Pope 

was the Head of the Church.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

Geography at Wilsthorpe 
 

Geography at Wilsthorpe is taught by Miss Blackburn, Mrs Parks, Mr 

Roper and Mr Smith and is a popular subject that is dynamic and hugely 

relevant in today’s society, environment and economy.  

We start the year looking at “Without Geography, You’re Nowhere” where 

we focus on the essential geographical skills within our subject.  You will 

learn about the importance of maps and how to use map skills such as 

grid references, map symbols and reading contour lines. 

We then look at “Restless Earth” where we will learn about how our 

continents were formed and continue to change.  We will learn about the 

structure of the Earth, plate tectonics and volcanoes and earthquakes as 

well as how humans have learnt to live with such hazards and risks. 

Our next topic in “Roaring Rivers” where we will look at the physical 

processes in action that affect our rivers.  We will examine the 

hydrological cycle and what makes up a river’s system as well as the 

landforms created and the impacts and management of floods. 

Next, we learn about the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South 

Africa) and how these countries are emerging to be new economic and 

political powers in the world and what the impacts are of this. 

Finally, we will look at a “Local Study: Long Eaton” where we will examine 

the development of Long Eaton and the changes that have, and continue 

to, occur within the town.  This topic also gives you the chance to use 

many of the skills that you will learn throughout Year 7 in Geography. 

In Geography, you will focus on building confidence in your geographical 

skills, making informed judgements, writing structured answers and, most 

importantly, developing your curiosity about the world around you. 

We hope you have a lovely summer holiday and we look forward to 

seeing you in Year 7! 

 

The Geography Team 



 
 

Geography Activities at Home 

Activities 

Make a paper mache globe – Blow up a balloon, and use scrap paper and glue to paper mache it. Wait for it to 

dry, then use paint to add land, oceans and labels to show where key features of our world are located. 

Map Your Senses – Walk an unusual (but safe!) route in your local area (use Google Maps to plot your route so 

you don’t get lost!). Every time you change direction (turn left, right or reach a new street), record in a 

notebook what you can see, smell, hear, touch and taste. You can also take photographs. Once you have done 

this, you can use what you have collected to create a sensory map or mood board of your local area. 

3D Geography – Explore the 3D Geography website and create your own interactive models of geographic 

features! https://www.3dgeography.co.uk/geography-models 

Imaginary Island – Draw a map of an imaginary island. Include all the things you would like to have available, 

such as somewhere for people to live, different landscapes (beaches, forests, fields, mountains – your choice!) 

and places to go and do activities. Think about what would be needed to make your place work like a real 

town or city! Use symbols and a key to show what you have put on your map. 

Food Geography – Get the recipe for your favourite food and find out what ingredients you would need to 

make it. On a map or through research, find the countries that produce the ingredients. Do some research to 

find out more about these countries – what kind of climates do the places have? Could you produce or grow 

the same items where you live? Why or why not? 

Weather Forecasting – Watch the weather forecast for the week (or use BBC Weather). Keep a weather diary 

for the week and see what changes happen in temperature, rainfall and cloud cover. 

Build your own volcano – Use an empty plastic bottle, old newspaper and glue to build your volcano, and 

watch it erupt! Full instructions can be found here: https://www.learning4kids.net/2012/04/11/how-to-make-a-homemade-

volcano/#:~:text=You%20will%20need%20an%20empty,or%20orange)%20and%20white%20vinegar. 

Apps 

Google Earth – Explore our world from above using satellite images.   

Geocaching – Download the app and explore your local area. This app is a bit like a virtual treasure hunt – you 

can search for caches hidden by others, and even hide your own for others to find. For each cache you find, 

you sign it and return it to its original position. You can track how many caches you have found using the app! 

Remember to take anti-bac gel with you if you are picking up caches left by others. 

iNaturalist – Explore the natural species around you with iNaturalist! Take photos of wildlife, flora and fauna on 

using the app for instant identification of the species you have found. You can create your own log of the 

biodiversity in your local area and beyond! 

GeoBee Challenge – This app has multiple choice quizzes, map landmark hunting and lots of game modes to 

challenge your geographical knowledge and help you learn about the world. 

Stack the Countries – A cross between a Geography quiz and the classic game, Tetris, you can learn as you 

play.  

Vibration Meter – This uses the technology in your phone to measure movements and shaking and records it 

on the Richter Scale, which is used to measure earthquakes. Hold a competition to see who in your household 

can create the biggest earthquake! 

https://www.3dgeography.co.uk/geography-models
https://www.learning4kids.net/2012/04/11/how-to-make-a-homemade-volcano/#:~:text=You%20will%20need%20an%20empty,or%20orange)%20and%20white%20vinegar.
https://www.learning4kids.net/2012/04/11/how-to-make-a-homemade-volcano/#:~:text=You%20will%20need%20an%20empty,or%20orange)%20and%20white%20vinegar.


 
 

Ethics at Wilsthorpe 
 

What will you study in Ethics at Wilsthorpe School? 

You will study a mixture of Philosophy, Ethics and Religion. 

 

How often will I have an Ethics lesson? 

You will have a lesson once a fortnight. 

 

What is the point to the lessons? 

To learn to be tolerant of other people, and have some idea of the wide 

range of views in society. 

 

Is the lesson about trying to get me to change my views or beliefs? 

No – just to think more about the world around you. 

 

The Ethics Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Ethics Activities at Home 

Activities 

Read the Aesop Fable below: 

The Lioness and the Vixen 

A Lioness and a Vixen were talking together about their young, as mothers will, and saying how healthy and 

well-grown they were, and what beautiful coats they had, and how they were the image of their parents. "My 

litter of cubs is a joy to see," said the Fox; and then she added, rather maliciously, "But I notice you never have 

more than one." "No," said the Lioness grimly, "but that one's a lion." 

In the box below, explain what you think the fable is trying to tell us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your challenge  

Can you draw four straight lines that go through the 

middle of all of the dots without taking the pencil off the 

paper? 

If you were using a pencil, you must start from any 

position and draw the lines one after the other without 

taking your pencil off the page. Each line starts where the 

last line finishes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Identify the symbol: Can you identify each religion from the symbol below: 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

The Humanities Curriculum Area 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top Row (left to right): Mr Smith, Mr Roper, Mr Henson 

Middle Row (left to right): Miss Blackburn, Miss Underwood, Mrs Parks 

Bottom Row (left to right): Mr Harvey, Mr Wall, Mrs Parker 

 


